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1572 had been President of the North and Lord
Lieutenant of Northumberland and other counties.

On the loth of March, 1581, this Earl of Hunting-
don wrote from  Newcastle  to  Lord  Burghley in
terms implying that Lady Penelope Devereux and
her sister Dorothy had been for some while under
his   charge   and   away   from   the   Court. '   "Her
Majesty," he said, "was pleased the last year to
give me leave, at times convenient, to put her in
mind of these young ladies/'    He now desired her
Majesty to be put in mind of them, because the son
of (Lord  Chancellor  Rich  had  lately died.    The
second Lord Rich had been a friend of the first Earl
of Essex, one of his colleagues in Ireland, and had
accompanied the Earl of Lincoln when the latter
went to Paris in 15/2, taking young Philip Sidney
with him.    " Hearing," wrote the Earl of Hunting-
don in the letter to Lord Burghley, " that God hath
taken to His mercy my Lord Rich, who hath left as
his heir a proper gentleman, and one in years very
fit for my Lady Penelope  Devereux, if with the
favour and liking of her Majesty the matter might
be brought to pass, and because I know your lord-
ship's good affection to their father gone, and also
your favour to his children, I am bold to pray your
furtherance in this matter, which may, I think, by
your good means, be brought to such a pass as I
desire.    I have also written to Mr. Secretary Wal-
singham herein/'

This letter makes it plain that in March, 1581, the
Earl o'f Huntingdon was scheming the marriage of
Lady Penelope to the "proper gentleman," who